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The Jenkintown Day Nursery was established in 1903 by Mrs. Theodore B. (Annie W.) 
Culver (1867-1957).  Its 1908 charter stated that “The purpose or object for which the 
corporation is formed is the shelter and care of the young children of poor working 
women, regardless of race or color, whose employment calls them from their homes; to 
help these mothers in every way possible and to promote the general welfare of the 
community by stimulating it through the means at hand to a higher appreciation of 
Godliness, cleanliness and the use of the hands in honest labor.”  By 1986 the Nursery 
was described as “a non-profit social service Day Care Center established for the purpose
of providing educational and recreational programs to children who, for compelling 
reasons, cannot be cared for at home.”  In 2015 Play and Learn, a non-profit which 
operates early childhood education centers in Montgomery County, assumed 
management of the Jenkintown Day Nursery.  A Jenkintown Day Nursery Foundation 
was formed to raise and distribute funds to assist families with early education needs.

The nursery was financed by fees paid by parents (6 cents a day in 1903, eventually a 
sliding scale according to ability to pay), investment income, contributions, fund raising 
activities, and contributions of services, food, clothing, and other material donations.  In 
1974 the cost per child was $1500, about half of which was supported by the parent.  It 
was governed by a Board of Directors.  In 1965, after a successful fund raising campaign,
it moved from Thomas and Water Streets, where it was at full capacity of 30 children, to 
a newly erected building at Baeder and Hilltop Roads, where it accommodated 90 girls 
and boys.

Early Board minutes, 1906-1925 (4 volumes, 3 of which largely duplicate one), report on 
finances, donations, matron’s report on attendance, meals served, visits to families made, 
and other statistics.  The minutes and published annual reports reflect on the Nursery’s 
activities in varying degrees of detail.  In its formative years the Nursery provided 
cooking, sewing, millinery, dress making, and embroidery classes, basketry, choral 
groups (one for white children, one for colored), and a Boys Club.  Through its 
membership in the Association of Day Nurseries it obtained information relating to 
health, diet and other management issues.

Minutes and other board records, 1933-1938, 1959-1980’s are very fragmentary.  From 
the 1980’s to 2015 the minutes report on finances, membership, donations, fund raising 
activities, and house and property, with brief Executive Director reports on activities at 
the school.

Published annual reports, 1904-1928, 1954-1974, provide financial and statistical 
information.



There are account books, 1919-1967 (8 v.) and other miscellaneous financial records that 
include donations of materials and “remembrance” donors.   There is a small group of 
papers and financial material of the Auxiliary, a fund raising committee from the 1950’s 
until 1981, and other miscellaneous Nursery records.

Several scrapbooks (10 v.), loose clippings, photographs, and ephemera also help 
document Jenkintown Day Nursery from its founding to its more recent years.

Box 1
Charter and By-Laws

Boxes 2-5
Board of Directors, Executive Committee, Annual Meeting minutes and records 1906-
2015

Box 6
Annual Reports, 1904-1928, 1954-1974

Boxes 7-8
Account Books, 1919-1967 (8 vv.)

Boxes 9-10
Miscellaneous financial records, 1941-2013 (Box 10a for discard?)

 Cashbook, 1956-1961
 Contribution Registers, 1967-1972

Box 11
Donation Books, 1934-1938, 1957-1963 , 1976-1999 (listing material donations)
Remembrance Books, June 1974-March 1975, 1978-1984, 1994-2015 (record of 

donations made in memory or in honor of  people)

Box 12
Auxiliary fund raising reports and ideas, 1958-1962
Auxiliary financial papers, 1971-1981

Box 13
Miscellaneous (topical)

 Excelsior Boys’ Club of Jenkintown [for colored boys) record, 1918, and report, 
1921 (see also Scrapbook, 1903-1953)

 House and Garden tour papers, 1967-1973
 Cheauveau Will, 1974-1982
 Personnel Policy Code, 1968-1982
 Public Relations press releases and other reports, 1986-1992
 Skilling Foundation grant requests, 1989-1998



Box 14
Miscellaneous, chronological
Deed and Mortgage Papers
Landscape and other plans
Histories

Box 15-15a
Ephemera—Rags and Riches programs, invitations, with some committee files,1976-
2008

Box 16
Ephemera—General

Box 17
Scrapbooks, 1903-1953, 1949-1959

Box 18
Scrapbooks, 1953-1968 (2 v.)

Boxes 19-20
Scrapbooks 1963-1993 (6 v.)

Boxes 21-22
Clippings

Boxes 23-24
Photographs

Box 25
Slides

See Old York Road Historical Society Bulletin, v. 38 (1978), pp. 13-25
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