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Lecture Series Now On Zoom 
Due to the public gathering restrictions in place for the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Society will be hosting lec-
tures virtually over the internet via Zoom.  Lectures 
will be held live and will not be recorded for later 
playback due to copyright restrictions on the images 
used in the presentations.  A link will be sent out to 
those on our emailing list.  In addition, the link will be 
posted on our web-site and Facebook page a day prior 
to the presentation.  If you are not on our email re-
minder list and would like to be, please send your 
email address to OldYorkRoadHistory@gmail.com.   

LECTURE SERIES 
The Program Committee has arranged for the follow-
ing presentations to be held on Wednesday evenings at 
7:30 p.m.  The lecture series is sponsored by a grant 
from the Jenkinstown Lyceum and all programs are of-
fered on Zoom free of charge.   

October 14 – From Lyndon to Curtis Arboretum: A 
Panorama of Surpassing Beauty – For 170 years af-
ter William Penn’s land grant to William Frampton, the 
rolling fields of today’s Curtis Arboretum were Quaker 
farmlands.  Prominent Philadelphia banker Abraham 
Barker purchased the Cadwalader farm for his estate in 
1854 and named it “Lyndon.” Following his bankrupt-
cy in 1890, the estate was purchased by publisher, Cy-
rus Curtis, who constructed his own mansion on the 
property.  Local historian and author Tom Wieckowski 
will trace the history of Curtis Arboretum and its prom-
inent owners as the property progressed from the agrar-
ian age, through the Gilded Age, and into the 21st cen-
tury.   

November 11 – A Postcard Tour Through Eastern 
Montgomery County.  Society President David Row-
land will give a postcard tour along the three major 
byways in Eastern Montgomery County, namely Old 
York Road, Huntingdon Pike and Easton Road.  The 
postcards illustrated will highlight many of the sites in 
the area as they were at the turn of the last century.  
From mansions to mills, clubs to churches, schools to 
stores and hotels to hospitals, this overview tour of the 
area will be an enjoyable and edifying flight into the 
past.   
 

- - FALL OUTINGS - - 
SAINT PAUL’S EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH CEMETERY 
Sunday, November 1, 2:00 p.m. 
 

The Society will conduct a tour of the cemetery of one 
of the oldest and most prominent Episcopal churches in 
the area, Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church of Elkins Park.  
St. Paul’s was organized in 1860 largely through the 
efforts of the great Civil War financier Jay Cooke and 
a building was completed the following year.   

The cemetery was established in 1878 and contains the 
graves of many persons who feature prominently in the 
history of this region.  Notable burials include Cooke, 
railroad president Theodore Voorhees, financier Caleb 
Fox, Civil War general Ario Pardee, manufacturer and 
developer of Oak Lane T. Henry Asbury, broker 
Charles D. Barney, Ogontz School for Girls principal 
Abby Sutherland and hat manufacturer Henry Roelofs.  
We will gather along Ashbourne Road and then tour 
the cemetery.  In order for everyone to be safe, we will 
ask that you abide by prevailing guidance on face-
masks and social distancing.  Seasonal light refresh-
ments will be provided at the conclusion.  A registra-
tion form is included herein with details of the tour.  
Please respond by Wednesday, October 28.   

 

Bryn Athyn Train Wreck Walk 
Saturday, December 5, 1:30 p.m. 
 

Join the Society as it partners with the Pennypack Eco-
logical Restoration Trust for this annual program ob-
serving the anniversary of the Bryn Athyn Train wreck, 
which occurred on December 5, 1921.  This head-on 
collision of two trains along the Newtown railway line 
resulted in the deaths of 26 persons.   

Society President David Rowland will lead a walking 
tour to the site from the Trust’s Visitors’ Center.  
Please contact the Pennypack Trust at 215-657-0830 to 
register.  Society and Trust members are free, all others 
are $5.  The Visitors’ Center is located at 2955 Edge 
Hill Road, across from the June Fete Fair Grounds in 
Huntingdon Valley.   



President’s Message 
Dear Members and Friends, 

The world has changed quite a bit since we were last able to gather as a community and the outlook for at least 
having lectures inside at close quarters seems a long way off.  In order to help us stay connected and engage our-
selves with interesting things, our lecture series has moved to on-line.  We will be hosting our lectures through 
Zoom, a computer application that runs over the internet.  If you have access to the internet through a cable mo-
dem or by wi-fi from your computer or other electronic device, you should be able to connect to our programs.  If 
you need assistance in getting set-up on Zoom, please contact the Society by telephone or email and we will help 
you get established.  

As a result of the threats posed by the COVID-19 virus, our research archives public hours have been suspended.  
However, we are able to accommodate inquirers through private appointments, so if you are wanting to do some 
local history research, please email the Society to arrange an appointment.  

Enclosed please find a recognition of those who gave financial support to the Society last year at the Patron level 
or above.  Needless to say, we are most grateful for those who are able and willing to provide the extra support 
that keeps our ship afloat and the sails trim.  We count ourselves most fortunate to have such a long list of gener-
ous financial supporters. 

The Life and Times of Cyrus H. K. Curtis and 
his magnificent estate, Lyndon 

 

Today’s Curtis Hall was once the 
music room of the lavish Cyrus H. 
K. Curtis mansion.  The building is 
situated in a 45-acre arboretum 
with rolling hills, two ponds and 
over 50 tree varieties.  The rolling 
terrain of what is now called Curtis 
Arboretum, part of the Cheltenham 
Township park system, provides a 
setting for relaxation, public meet-
ings and private events.   

A native of Portland, Maine, Cyrus 
H. K. Curtis moved to Philadelphia 
in 1876, at the age of 26, after a 
fire caused the failure of his Port-
land newspaper.  He founded the 
Philadelphia-based Curtis Publish-
ing Company which published the 
Ladies Home Journal and the Sat-
urday Evening Post as well as sev-
eral other magazines and newspa-
pers, including The Philadelphia 
Inquirer (purchased in 1930).  

For his first Philadelphia newspa-
per, Tribune and Farmer, Curtis 
implored his wife, Louisa Knapp, 
to author an article in 1883 after he 
was left with empty space just be-
fore a publication deadline.  She 
named her article “Women at 
Home”.  Struck by the popularity 
of the article, he abandoned the 

Tribune and developed the Ladies 
Journal and Practical Housekeep-
er as a separate publication.  The 
artist who designed the masthead 
added the word “Home” beneath 
the circular domestic scene and the 
three-word title, Ladies Home 
Journal, stuck with readers.   

In 1897, Curtis purchased a failing 
old magazine, attributed to Benja-
min Franklin, and renamed it The 
Saturday Evening Post.  Almost on 
a lark, he hired an upstart young 
reporter from Maine, George Hor-
ace Lorimer, as its editor.  The 
magazine went on to new heights 
of journalism outpacing even the 
Ladies Home Journal.  In his 38-
year tenure as editor, Lorimer 
commissioned art work from lead-
ing artists, particularly the illustra-
tor Norman Rockwell.    

Curtis, with his exceptional pub-
lishing success, was able to pur-
chase an estate in 1893 after rent-
ing from the previous owner since 
1891.  The estate was known as 
Lyndon at the time and originally 
consisted of about 50 acres bound-
ed by Church Road and Green-
wood Avenue.  The estate was a 
legacy Quaker farm when pur-

chased by banker Abraham Barker 
in 1854.  Curtis demolished the 
original colonial-era farmhouse 
greatly expanded by Barker and 
hired Philadelphia architect Wil-
liam Lloyd Baily to design a new 
residence which was built in 1895-
6 at a cost of two million dollars, 
quite a sum in those days.   

The music room was added in 
1903 by the same architect.  Curtis 
added seventy acres to the estate in 
1912 by purchasing a tract along 
Washington Lane, contiguous with 
the main property, from Abby 
Sutherland, proprietor of the 
Ogontz School for Women. The 
property was formerly part of fi-
nancier Jay Cooke’s estate, 
Ogontz. 

Curtis died in 1933 at his Wyncote 
home and the Curtis property, re-
duced to 45 acres, was donated to 
Cheltenham Township in 1937 
Curtis’ daughter, Mary Louise 
Bok.  Bok demolished the man-
sion, purportedly to avoid taxes on 
the property, but generously ar-
ranged for the landscaping of the 
estate by hiring the Olmsted 
Brothers to design and effect an 
arboretum for the site.   



RobeRt c. lee photogRaphic collection 
For a number of years, the Society worked closely with local photographer Robert C. Lee.  Bob was a professional 
photographer who did contract and newspaper work (primarily for Montgomery Publishing) from the late 1960s into 
the early 2000s.  For the Society, he shot photographs including photographic sur-
veys along Easton and Old York Roads in the commercial districts.  He was also 
our go-to source for getting photographic prints from glass and film negatives (be-
fore the Society switched to scanning technology).  Bob died last year and one of 
his wishes was that his remaining photographs, negatives and camera equipment be 
given to the Society.   

Through the efforts of his daughter and son-in-law, Dana and Christopher Zazo, 
over 14 linear feet of photographs and negatives was turned over to the Society, 
along with Bob’s darkroom equipment, several cameras and related supplies.   

Over the years, Bob had previously given to the Society approximately 40,000 im-
ages, mostly in negative film format.  This final gift totaled over 80,000 images, al-
so primarily in negative film format, making the Robert C. Lee Photographic Col-
lection the Society’s largest.   

For the most part, the negatives are organized, dated and generally identified.  He 
regularly did work for the Meadowbrook School and many of the area hospitals in-
cluding Abington, Rolling Hill, Holy Redeemer, Albert Einstein, Jeanne’s, and 
Saint Joseph’s.  He also photographed for Abington, Cheltenham and Upper Mo-
reland townships, colleges including Penn State and Philadelphia Optometry, and 
Abington Friends School.  His images include portraits, presentations, and many 
special events for all sorts of civic and social groups, schools, churches and syna-
gogues, large fairs and political gatherings.   

The Society is grateful for the long association it had with Bob Lee and for his munificent gift.   

 

Volunteers Needed for Archives In A Box 
 
Are you a member who wants to volunteer your time while staying safe at home?  Need something to keep you occu-
pied during these times of social distancing?  Would you like to help preserve your local history?  If so, then “Ar-
chives In A Box” is just for you! 

The Society is bereft of its regular volunteer corps who previously came in weekly to do various and sundry projects 
to keep things moving forward and the tables clear.  In order to engage a broader circle of folks that might have the 
time and inclination to help out, we have designed a new volunteer program called Archives In A Box.   

Essentially, you will be given a box that will contain everything that you need to complete a simple archival project.  
The following are some of the types of projects we are looking for volunteer help with: 

 Re-housing film negatives in archival pages 

 Clipping newspaper articles and mounting them on paper for copying. 

 Data Entry of real estate cards into an Excel spreadsheet (you will need to have a computer that includes Mi-
crosoft Excel software) 

 Translating and transcribing letters written in German (a proficient knowledge of German is required) 

In addition to the box, an archives volunteer will review your project with you via Zoom and you will be given a con-
tact in case you have questions or issues along the way.  You need to have a clear surface at home upon which to 
work.  There will be a time deadline for returning the box and its contents so that the original materials are not off-site 
for too long a period of time.   

We are happy to drop off the Archives In A Box to your home or you can arrange to stop by and collect it at Al-
verthorpe Manor.  There are many boxes with work to be done, so you are welcome to take another box when the first 
is returned.  If you are interested in volunteering, please send an email noting your interest to the Society at OldYork-
RoadHistory@gmail.com.  We thank you for helping us stay current while safe at home.   

 



Society Membership Information 

Membership Renewal 
Now is the time to renew your membership!  At the 
top of the membership form you will find the dates 
for the current membership year.  The membership 
year is the same as the school year; the advanced 
year being used to denote the year on your mailing 
label.  So, for the membership year that runs from 
the fall of 2020 to the summer of 2021, the date on 
your label should be “2021”.  Annual dues have not 
increased this year.  Please contact the Society at 
215-886-8590 with any questions.  As always, sup-
port at the Patron level or higher greatly enhances 
the work we are able to do.   
 

Matching Gifts 
Did you know that the Society is eligible to receive 
corporate matching gifts?  Several members have 
doubled the impact of their gift by submitting pa-
perwork to their company for this purpose.  Check 
with your employer to see if the Society qualifies for 
a corporate match.  We are a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization.   
 

Making a Bequest 
Updating your will?  Please consider including a be-
quest to the Society’s general endowment fund in 
your will or estate plans.  Your gift will help ensure 
a vibrant future for the Society.   
 

 

OLD YORK ROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
 

Alverthorpe Manor, 2nd Floor 
515 Meetinghouse Road 
Jenkintown, PA  19046 

215 - 886 - 8590 
 

Archive Research Hours 
Due to prevailing COVID-19 restrictions, the Society is 
open for research only by prior appointment.  Please 

email the Society to make an appointment at OldYork-
RoadHistory@gmail.com 

 

Society’s Website 

www.oyrhs.org 
 

Society’s E-mail Address 

OldYorkRoadHistory@gmail.com 
 

Donations to the Archives 
In addition to the Robert C. Lee Photographic Col-
lection mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, the 
Society has recently received a number of significant 
donations since February including the following:  

 Records of the Every Woman’s Club of Glen-
side, from Patricia Cummings, to be added to 
the existing collection.   

 Photographs, ephemera and yearbooks from the 
Lower Moreland Schools as well as other Hun-
tingdon Valley postcards and ephemera and two 
watercolor paintings of Huntingdon Valley 
houses by artist Lynne S. Kennedy, from Peggy 
Morrell. 

 Records of the Jenkintown Day Nursery, from 
Barbara Rodgers, to be added to the existing 
collection. 

 Records of the Abington Civic Club, from Joan 
Lane, to be added to the existing collection. 

 Ephemera from Abington High School and a 
wooden crate from G. Parkhouse & Sons (the 
local general store in Abington), from Edie Mil-
ler. 

 Four yearbooks from the Notre Dame High 
School, Wyncote, from Eric Beer and his broth-
ers. 

 Photographs of the Abington school buses, circa 
1920, from Timothy Simmons. 

 Photographs and ephemera from East Chelten-
ham Village and the Cheltenham Methodist 
Church, from Katherine Swift, to be added to 
the existing collections. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The following are the officers and directors for the 
Society’s 2020-2021 program year: 

President: David Rowland 
First Vice President: Thomas Wieckowski 

Second Vice President: Edward Landau 
Secretary: James Rubillo 

Treasurer: Michael Czerwonka, CPA 

Directors: Leslie Bell, Kirsten Gyllenhaal, Bryan 
Havir, Natalie Karas, Eileen Koolpe, Betty Smith, 
Stephanie Walsh and Mary Washington. 

Directors Emeriti: Martha McDonough, Joyce Root, 
Robert Skaler, and Mildred Wintz. 
 


